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The Bothnian Corridor´s Views on EU´s Military Mobility Initiative 

The Bothnian Corridor forms the upper part of the EU's core network corridor Scandinavia-Mediterranean contributing to 
strengthened links between Norway, Sweden and Finland to the rest of Europe. The collaboration mainly focuses on the railway 
corridors and their connections to other modes of transportation. The Bothnian Corridor gathers Sweden´s seven Northernmost 
regions: Dalarna, Gävleborg, Jämtland Härjedalen, Norrbotten, Västerbotten, Västernorrland and Örebro county. Together 
we represent 72 per cent of Sweden´s land mass. 

 

The Bothnian Corridor is of great importance for the transnational flow of goods to, from and within 

the EU. It links Finland, Norway and Sweden in the north, a connection of growing importance, as 

Sweden and Finland are in the process of joining NATO. A development which could prove vital to 

protect European interests in the Arctic as well as in the Baltic geographic area. In order to establish 

and guarantee security long term, EU and its member states need to invest more in the dual use of 

the core and comprehensive transport networks and hubs.  

 

The military strategical importance of the northern parts of Finland, Norway and Sweden cannot be 

stressed enough. As the area’s importance for European self-sufficiency of important green energy, 

goods and materials remains vital for the Union´s civilian and military needs. As an example, more 

than 90 per cent of all iron ore that is produced within the EU comes from Region Norrbotten. 

 

Even though Sweden is a comparatively rich country, the northern half has long been overlooked 

from an infrastructure and transport perspective. Until 2021, the northern halves of Finland, Norway 

and Sweden were not even included on the maps of the core network corridors. Over the last few 

years, a shift has occurred, and massive investments have been made in these parts of the Union, 

with even more to come as estimated investments of more than 100 billion euros are planned 

between 2020-2040. 

 

It is not only the private sector investing in green energy, forestry, mine excavation, battery factories 

and more. The northern part of Sweden has also seen a growing military interest with further 

investments in military facilities and increased presence of troops and materials.  

 

Apart from already being important from a raw material, goods and military point of view, the 

Northern parts of Finland, Norway and Sweden also provide new possibilities for the transport flows 

to, from and within the North Sea, the Arctic, Barents and Asia, but also between the Atlantic Ocean, 

Gul of Bothnia and the Baltic Sea, contributing to the proper function of the internal market by 

linking raw material depositories to markets. 

 


